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MILLER MEASURES
TO REGULATE ALL
PUBLIC UTILITIES

Aim tn Protect Public in
Gas. Light and Tele-

phono Rates.

OPPOSITION VANISH KS

Legislators (linngo Front
as W idened Scope of

Rills Is Seen.

VICTORY IS ASSURED

llylan - Trt in in ji u \ Combine;
Now Stands Alone as Foe

to Programme.

fpei at Qrspati ft to The New Vosk hkrald.

New York Herald Hureuu. I
Albany, Feb. 5. I

Gov. Miller's plan for reorganising
the Public Service Commission, both
in New Yorl\ and the up-State dls-
trlct, provides not only for dealintt
with the transit situation but also for
regulation of gas. electric light and
telephone rates for the protection of
tho public.
The far reaching importance of this

recommendation was overlooked In the
excitement which fallowed the first
discussion of the traction problem, but
its consideration in the last day or

two has been a strong factor in the
reaction which has been brought about
in favor of the Governor's plan.
There is no doubt a decided change

of sentiment has developed in the
last week both in Albany and New
York in connection with the Gov-
ernor'a policy. The survey of the sitnationin the. Legislature made one

week ago by The New York Herald
indicated that ihe New York deloga-
;nr» nf «f>nnfnrH «n»l Ansoinblvmcn

was lined up almost .solidly against
the up-State delegation, ihe latter be-
ing a unit in backing the administrationprogramme. With such a dlvl-
sion. It was indicated that the op-
ponents of the plan might get somethinglike 23 votes of the 31 in the;
Senate and 62 of the 130 votes in the

Assembly.
Hylan-TntNMiany Alone.

e break which has oome in New
Tork in the last week as the Governor's
plan has become clear to the public
Indicates that the Tammany-Hylan eomfblnation is left practically alone in the

op position. Action taken by the Kings
county. New York county and Queeoa
county menibers means that from six to

en votes have oonc over to the majority
In the Senate and from fifteen to twenty
In the Assembly.
The outlook now is that the public

service and transit bills will pass both
bouses by a clean cut two-thirds ma-

Jorlty. That figure Is the estimate now

be:ng made by the majority leaders. Tt.
is subject to revision, of course. None
Is presuming to try to count noses before
the bills are presented, for the actusl
terms of the measures'may bring about
further shift in the alignment. But If:
1 bills When offered next week comply'
generally with the policy laid down by
the Governor in his message to the legislature.the belief here Is that the twothirdmajority estimate will stand pretty
close to the final vote.
The New York members are particu-

larly interested in the Governor's reoont- J
niendations dealing with gas rates.the
thing they overlooked for many days.
They have found that to bi fully 'aa'
important an issue with the voters In
their districts as the transit question.

Miller"* f.a* VlfiT«.

In hi* message the Governor stated:
"I Invite your particular attention to

the subject of gas rate*. Act* of the
Legislature prescribing particular rates
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have hern fouml to be confiscatory by
the Federal courts. The result la that
the companies affected are left free to
ltvi|)Ose any rate, subject only to the rcIquirement of reasonableness. That conidition requires immediate remedy.

"Klther the Legislature must pre'
scribe new rates or confer jurisdiction
over the subject on the commission regardlessof any statutory rate. It" we
are to have a Public Service Commission
at all it *houhl have complete jurisdictionover that subject. Likewise it
should have jurisdiction to regulate the

ami t»i t-*a rih.» th»» st i mi.'t ids of
quality and the like.

"It is impossible to exaggerate the
importance and the value to the people,
if well done, ot the work of the Public
Service Commission. That body should
be elevated to the dignity and the standingof ti court and should be removed
from political Influence."

I'll Their Omi nates.

The eighty cent gas rate prescribed hi
New York by the Public Service Commissionwas held to be unconstitutional..
Ah a result the gas and lighting companieshave gone ahead fixing their new
rates and schedules and pr« srrlblng new
meter charges without restriction. In
Brooklyn. Qu&ms and The Bronx these
higher rates have been charged without
any kind of regulation or determination
by an official body regarding their fairness.The people have to pay and have
no recourse.
Under the Governor's plan the new

Public Service Commission will take tip
those rates and will have the authority
to force the companies to make reductions.The bills now being prepared
f. til recommend specifically that the
up-State commission, which will handle
this problem, have full power to suspendany rate believe* to be extortionate.

It is understood that the bills are
being whipped rapidly Into form. The
Oovernog. his counsel, the bill drafting
bureau and staffs of experts on every
question involved are working on the
measures. The Governor is going thoroughlyinto every question which may
offer a possibility of litigation. When
Mr. Miller gets through the leaders here
believe there will be no loopholes
through which the corporations can
climb into the courts.

COBWEB TRANSIT
IS CURRAN'S IDEA

Borouali President Believes
Belt I^hos Are Citv's
Transp'ortntion Need.

facilities was advocated yoaterdoy by
Henry H. Curran. Borough President of
Manhattan, in an address at a joint
luncheon of several civic societies in the
Hotel Astor, arranged to discuss city
planning, port development, housing and
other municipal problems. Mr. Curran
contended that a sane solution of the
traimportation problem also would solve
many of the other cltv problems.

Mr. Curran was introduced as "our
next best bet" by Joseph Howland Hunt,
president of the Municipal Art Society,
who acted as chairman. The Borough
President said he apologized for being
a member of the Board of Estimate and
Apportionment.

"If the burglars' union could only
begin operating in t1:e City Hall and
abstract the present Board of Estimate."
he said, "we should give great, thanks
to the burglars."

Mr. Curran said that the city's transit
arteries have been for years mainly
north and south. "The result is." he
added, "n transportation system that
constats of. the hub of a wheel.that Is.
lower Manhattan.With siKikos radiating
out in every direction from the huh and
ending in the air. There Is no. rim to
the wheel.it is only hubs and spokes."
"Here Is a city plan that is fatal on

its face," Mr. Curran continued, "to any
comfortable t ran snort at foil of our eiti-
zens. If you would go from The Bronx
to Brooklyn you must begin a! the outer
entl of that spoke In The Bronx, go down
to the huh tn lower .Manhattan, and then
out another spoke tut til you land tn thair again somewhere In Brooklyn. The
same is true if you go front Brooklyn to
Queans. You must go through lower
Manhattan.

"Instead of a transportation picture
that looks like the Into and spokes of h

wheel without any rim we should have
the cobweb desigp. In a cobweb you
will find that the spider, wisely onoug.i.
provides a rim and interior rims Or lateralsor belt lines in addition to the
strands that compose the hub and tn-?
spokes, and that Is n sensible plan built
by a sensible unlma! for business ;>urpose«."
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CRAIG APPROVED
U. S. LOAN TO B. R. T.

Yolk Savs Hoard of Estimate
t

(lave No Authority for
Such Assent.

SEEKS FURTHER NDATA
I

That's the Bomb Promised bv
La Guardia in Relation

to Traction.

The T~a Guardia "bomb" was expIodH
yesterday. On Friday night the Presldentof the Board of Aldermen in a

speech said he would have "sometime
startling" within forty-eight hours "connectedwith traction" and invoh ins "a
high city official."
The "bomb" came from l^a liuardia's

office in the form of a statement from
Representative Lester D. Volk of Brooklynshowing that Comptroller Craig in

had approved the loan of $16.56t>,90C
to the Brooklyn Rapid Transit Company
by the Federal Government. The loan
was made through the War Finance Corporationto refund bonds of the B. R. T.
which were coming due. default in which
would have brought about a receivership
at that time.

"I was startled," said Mr. Volk in hla
statement prepared by hint in La
Guardia'e office after they had asked
Mayor Hylan if the matter had ever
come before the Board of Estimate, "to
find that this consent was obtained

unablo to find any authority on the part
of the Board of Estimate anil -Apportionmentof the city of New York to Mr
Craig to give such consent."

Say* Hylan Approved.
When Comptroller Craig had read the

Yolk statement he asserted thut lite
city's attitude hnd been taken after a
conference participated In by Mayor
Hylan. To which l.a Guardia repliedthat the Mayor had not told them of
this, although his Honor had replied in
the negative to the question as to
whether the Board of Estimate had
acted on the matter. /Representative Volk. who week before
last asked ConA'ess to investigate the
receivership of the Brooklyn lines under
Lllldley M. Garrison, said that to-moi;row he would introduce in Congress a
resolution asking the Secretary of the
Treasury to submit to that body al'
papers bearing on the loan. a statement
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of the interest paid to date and an Item-
laed statement "showing all expenses, 1
including commissions, incidental fees,
bonuses and expense of any nature in
connection with the negotiations over
the loan." i

"The fact that the War Finance Cor- ,
poratton was eager to get an expression .

of views from the city authorities," said
Mr. Volk. "but did not go to the extent ,
of ascertaining who had authority to j
."peak for the city of New X°rl<' would
seem to indicate fa desire to make haste ,
in me granting or ine o. n. i. nppm-d- ,
libn and that the lawn was rather a (
friendly one and one which I believe j
justifies Congress in asking for all of *

the facu." ,
The statement included a letter to ,

Craig from lOugene Meyer. Jr.. manag- j
ing director of the War Finance Corporation.dated June 14. saying regard to |
the application of the B. ft. T. : "In c
view of the city's largo interests, flnan- (
cial and other, I am sure that the War (
Finance Corporation would appreciate 8
an expression of views from the city
authorities."

_
,

To which Craig replied under date of '

June 15. saying the city would not be
peculiarly affected by the proposed
flnjmclng and added;
"The municipal authorities of the city j

of New York arc exerting every effort to

procure the earliest possible completion
and operation of such rapid transit rall.ways, and anything in the way of flnan.oial stress, or otherwise, that might af-
feet any of the companies concorney ,

therein would bo detrimental to the injterest of the city. 11 Is obvious, more- 1

over, that the financial embarrassment
of a corporation Of the magnitude and
character of the Brooklyn Rapid Transit
Company might easily arouse apprehen-
sion as to others and bring about a con-
ditlon of disturbance of confidence the
effect of which would be difficult to .

gauge. i
In view of the foregoing, favorable j

consideration of the application for fl nan-
rial assistance submitted to you by the (

Brooklyn Rapid Transit Company would <

be entirely consistent with the interests
of the city of New York." 1

Mr. Volk drew the inference that the
Craig reply must have been ready by the 1

time he received the original communion- .

tlon. c

.Mr. (Xlt't Response.
The Comptroller had this to say after J

uading the Volk statement: "This mat- .

ter was the subject of a conference In 1
this very room (his conference room) at
3 o'clock- on the afternoon of June 11. <

19IS, between Eugene Meyer. Jr.. Mayor
Hylan and myself. The situation was f
fully discussed and my letter of June to s
was the result of the course then deter-
mined upon. The Mayer letter of June
14> which appeared on a Washington 1

letterhead, was written In this city and
delivered by messenger to my office, as t
was also a letter of June 11. arranging jfor an appointment with Mayor Hylan .and myself." «

Mr. Volk in his formal statement went (
"n to epiote the reasons given by the iWar Einanoo Corporation for granting ,
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[lie loan. They were that the tV II
hart "Important relation to the proeeet
lion of the- war," fumilehing tron tiort.
Lion to factoriea prodnrina tear aial< rt
ttiJ to Government doel a. al»<> t it
Jefault in ao larac a muturltt to.
resented by the maturing of tb M K

six year note* would In all i>r '>
have unsettled the If ve -(inert njui.i
md hamilcapiied the dot Hon of i i«"

Liberty l.oan."
Ridl.iillna theee res «ns. >, Ve

vent on to say: "Ij w x I< tn<
ion of the Government hold m »

'or the flnaitrieea alto aero <111 h e .th
ot of worthless bornls on their hand*
The Government rewM have t*»e > ov
he road, he assorted. Xnd hr.-n tnf
lallv bett< red to tin extent of St
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ZOUNTY LEGISLATORS
DEBATE TRANSIT ISSU

Vo Action to Be Taken Unt
Bills Arm Known.

Although the member* ot tlx I.-a -

ure from .Vow J'ork count) at t <

weekly conference vghiinim di«< u .<

tnd made note of the growing nmtlinci
in favor of Gov. Miller'» eolation oi r

raction difficulties they stuck to tin
letermination to take 110 d«-finite stai
Sn the matter until the bills have be<
uade public.
Thre three Senators and all t.ie A

icniblynlen except Miss Marguerite
Smith of the Nineteenth district we
ireseut with their district leaders, ui
'or two hours discussed the traction at
ither proposed legislation with Namu
>. Koenig. the county leader.
The understanding, as expressed

he conference, was that the bills, whk
probably would be ready thla wee
vould po clarify the Governor's vicv
ts to entirely disarm much of the crit
ism directed against his plan.
I'romineiu i«doi- teRders would n

scend upon Albany this week to inal
l tight against the Miller plan, hr
rumen P. Holland, president of the Sta'
federation of Labor, last night.
"Do a« they did in Chicago," Pre*

lent Holland said In an appeal to tradi
inionists yesterday. "They argued wtl
i rope in their hands. In Chicago the
aid: 'Pass the eight cent fare la
f you dare and we'll take care of you.'

VETOES TEACHEH ft' OATH Kill

Hrleva. Mont.. Feb. B..On tt
rround that tlie hill requiring teachei
n Montana schools and colleges to tal
in oath of allegiance, to the Unite
itates was unconstithtional and woul
rente a fertile field of "political hcref
lunting," Gov. Dixon to-day vetoed
neasure.
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